Attorney Docket No. 030618 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

In re application of: : GROUND ROD CAP 

Rivers : 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

January 7, 2004 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Applicants, in accordance with the duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, hereby 
advise the United States Patent and Trademark Office of the references listed on the 
accompanying form PTO/SB/08A. 

Applicants note that although the cited references may be relevant to the examination of 
the above-referenced application, under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(h), the filing of this Information 
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Disclosure Statement "shall not be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the 
statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in § 1 .56(b)." 



KIRKPATRICK & LOCKHART LLP 

Henry W. Oliver Building 

535 Smithfield Street 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222-2312 

Telephone: (412)355-8244 
Facsimile: (412)355-6501 
E-mail: rmuha@kl.com 



Respectfully submitted, 





Robert A. Muha 
Registration No. 44,249 



PTO/SB/08A (10-01) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a 

valid OMB control number 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 




Filing Date 




First Named Inventor 


Rivers 


Art Unit 




Examiner Name 




Sheet 


1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


030618 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Document Number 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number - Kind Code 2 {if known) 






Des. 371,944 


07-23-1996 


Spirer 








4,202,378 


05-13-1980 


Bush et ah 





























































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOC 


JMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Foreign Patent Document 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures 
Appear 




Country Code 3 -Number 4 -Kind Code 5 
(if known) 































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if 
not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 

1 Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). 2 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the 
individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief 
Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS 
TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 



